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MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER MANNING, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER
SANDERS, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 08-30(8) APPROVING PLANS AND ORDERING
AD FOR BIDS. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

10.  WEXFORD VILLAS AREA, PROJECT 07-35:
A.  CONSIDER CRANE STREET NW CONNECTION TO 133f° AVENUE NW
B.  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF INTERSECTION DESIGN FOR AVOCET STREET
NW AND 133%° AVENUE NW

City Engineer Vierzba presented a memorandum to Council stating on February 6, 2008, Council
held a hearing for residents of Wexford Villas area regarding whether Crane Street NW should be
connected to 133" Avenue NW or not. Staff'is requesting Council consider plans for this, based on
feedback from the homeowner’s association. Staff would also like Council approval of the proposed
intersection design at Avocet Street NW and 133" Avenue NW so that final plans can be submitted
to MnDot for approval. |

A. Crane Street NW and 133™ Avenue NW

Residents have indicated that a majority would like to keep Crane Street NW closed to traffic at
133™ Avenue NW. On February 6, 2008, Council had indicated that if the association would grant
street easement to the City, the City would install a cul-de-sac on Crane Street NW with an
emergency access to 133™ Avenue NW that would be gated to prevent through traffic. City staff
proceeded to prepare a plan for the cul-de-sac and estimated the cost to be $20,000. The
homeowners’ association was contacted and they indicated that they would be willing to dedicate the
easement for the cul-de-sac but would rather have the road built without a cul-de-sac and gated to
prevent through traffic. This would prevent through traffic and provide for emergency vehicle access
while saving the cost of the cul-de-sac construction. However, snow plowing would still take extra
effort as the plows could not get through the gates. Staff had suggested to the homeowners’
association that the gates could be opened during the snow season and closed the rest of the year
including compost traffic time. The association does not want the gates opened at any time. The
assoclation also indicated that they would not be willing to pay for the extra cost of a cul-de-sac.

Alternate No. 1 -Connect Crane Street NW to 133" Avenue NW and Install Gates

Pros
1. Homeowners prefer this plan rather than a cul-de-sac that would take up more of their
property » '
2. ‘Saves cost of construction and maintenance of a cul-de-sac
3. Provides for emergency vehicles
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Cons
1. Snow plowing is hindered by the gates. Trail plow would be used to open emergency access
in winter.
2. Homeowners do not want gates left open during snow months to allow for normal snow
plowing

Alternate No. 2 -Construct cul-de-sac and Install Gates

1. Provides space for snow plows to turn around
2. Provides for emergency vehicles

1. Homeowners prefer to not have a cul-de-sac

2. Extra cost of construction is estimated to be $16,700 that would be paid by City

3. City would plow snow on cul-de-sac which takes more time, cul-de-sacs are plowed by a
different piece of equipment

4. Snow plowing of emergency access is hindered by the gates. Trail plow would be used to
open emergency access in winter.

B. Avocet Street NW and 133" Avenue NW

Council has requested that the intersection be designed to prevent right-turns from northbound
Avocet Street NW to eastbound 133™ Avenue NW to try to keep people from using Avocet Street
NW to get to the compost site. A raised median could be installed on 133" Avenue NW that would
make it difficult for right-turns. There would be stop signs for traffic in all three directions and a “No
Right Turn” sign for northbound traffic. This plan was sent to MnDot and preliminary approval was
given. Staff would like Council approval before final plans are sent to MnDot for approval. The cost
of the cul-de-sac, if constructed, would be paid from street reconstruction funds through general tax
levy.

Councilmember Schulte noted either way they would need a gate for emergency access and noted
that it would not get plowed and therefore could not be used. City Engineer Vierzba stated they
would need to open the gates in the winter, plow, and then close the gates.

Councilmember Schulte suggested they install the gate and make the snow removal the responsibility
of the association. If not he agreed with staff’s recommendation to leave the gates open all winter.

Councilmember Manning stated the residents did not have an issue with the gates being open all
winter.

Councilmember Klint asked why they should let some residents dictate to the City what should be
done and have the City pay for it. She noted this was not what they had done in the past. She stated
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they were defeating the purpose if what they wanted to do was to get emergency access through. She
liked the idea of having the homeowners’ association keeping it open.

Councilmember Schulte noted the townhome association did not really want a cul-de-sac, but either
way there would be a gate. He noted a cul-de-sac really had no merit, except for the plow to turn
around. City Engineer Vierzba responded that was correct and even once the plow passed through
another piece of equipment had to come through to clear out the remaining snow.

Councilmember Schulte asked if both the City and homeowners’ association was saying that a
normal road with gates was the best plan and the difference between the homeowners and City staff
was that the homeowners did not want the gate to be open during the winter. City Engineer Vierzba
responded that was correct and he believed keeping the gate open would be a good compromise.

City Manager Fulton noted the best recommendation would be to have this as a public street and not
have a gate.

Ted Trahan, 1555 -1 32™ Lane NW, President Wexford Villas Homeowners’ Association, stated the
residents decided as long as the street was signed that this was an emergency entrance and people
would be ticketed if it was not used as an emergency entrance, they agreed with staff’s
recommendation.

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER SCHULTE, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER
SANDERS, TOMOVE STAFF RECOMMENDATION ALTERNATE “A” THAT CONNECTION
TO 133%° AVENUE NW WITH GATES TO RESTRICT TRAFFIC EXCEPT GATES WOULD BE
OPEN DURING SNOW SEASON TO ALLOW FOR SUFFICIENT SNOW PLOWING.

Councilmember Manning suggested an amendment to sign the road for emergency access only.
Councilmembers Sanders and Schulte agreed to the amendment.

Councilmember Johnson noted this was supposed to be a public street and he had objected to this
earlier and believed they had a compromise. He accepted the fact that in the summer when it was
busy the gates would be closed and in the winter the gates would be open, but he objected to posting
a public street for emergency vehicles only. He stated this would not benefit the rest of the residents
in the area. He believed they were going way beyond what they needed to do to accommodate some
concerns because people did not pay attention when they purchased their property. He stated it
frustrated him because they were trying to accommodate them. He stated he objected to the signs.

Mayor Howe noted this was a situation where they would take the first left off of Crane Street NW to
get to Avocet Street NW and while it should probably not have been done this way they were moving
traffic onto private property.

Councilmember Johnson recommended moving the gates to Avocet Street and 13_2nd Lane NW and
keep Crane Street NW open. He noted this would accomplish what they wanted also. He believed
they should close the private street and not the public street.
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Councilmember Klint questioned whether a sign like this is legal. City Attorney Hiljus responded
enforceability of the signs would be tricky. He indicated they had some authority to put up signs on
public streets, but they had to follow signage ordinances also and he did not have an answer to this
until a judge decided.

THE MOTION PASSED 4-2 (COUNCILMEMBERS KLINT AND JOHNSON OPPOSED).
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER MANNING, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER
SCHULTE, TO APPROVE THE INTERSECTION DESIGN FOR AVOCET STREET NW AND
133%° AVENUE NW.

The Council discussed the City’s cost versus the costs for Anoka County and Andover regarding the
annexation and improvements to 13»3rd Avenue NW.

Councilmember Sanders recommended a joint powers agreement for cost sharing.

THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

11.  CONSIDER RESOLUTION 08-68 APPROVING ACTION REAFFIRMING 1994 JOINT
POWERS AGREEMENT ESTABLISHING SIX CITIES WATERSHED MANAGEMENT
ORGANIZATION

Director of Public Services Gatlin presented a memorandum to Council stating during the 2007
legislative session, Minnesota Statutes 103B.102 was amended to give the Board of Water and Soil
Resources (BWSR) a new responsibility to monitor, report, and enhance the performance of local
government land and water conservation entities. The local government units that are the focus of the
program include the soil and water conservation districts, watershed districts, watershed management
organizations, and the water management and planning functions of counties. This legislative action
reflects a heightened interest in ensuring that local government conservation efforts result in
measurable progress in protecting and improving Minnesota water resources. The attorney for the
Six Cities Watershed Management Organization (WMO) has suggested that each City Council in the
WMO including Blaine, Columbia Heights, Coon Rapids, Fridley, Hilltop, and Spring Lake Park,
consider action reaffirming the restated 1994 Joint Powers Agreement establishing the Six Cities
WMO if the cities wish to continue as a WMO.

In 1983, the Six Cities WMO was created by a Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) between Blaine, Coon
Rapids, Fridley, Spring Lake Park, Hilltop, and Columbia Heights. The WMO was formed to meet
legislative requirements that all cities within the seven-county metropolitan area be part of a
watershed district or watershed management organization. The JPA states that the general purpose
of the WMO is to jointly and cooperatively develop a Watershed Management Plan and a Capital
Improvement Program for the purposes of preserving and using natural water storage and retention
systems in order to (a) reduce to the greatest practical extent the public capital expenditures
necessary to control excessive volumes and rates of runoff; (b) improve water quality; (c) prevent



