
           

COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
Tuesday, May 7, 2013

6:15 p.m.

Coon Rapids City Center

Conference Room 1

           

Call to Order
 

Pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.04, subd. 2, the City Council will meet in work session to discuss the

following:
 

1. Cable Television Franchise Renewal
 

2. Riverdale Station Pedestrian Access - Planning and Design Proposal
 

Other Business
 

Adjourn
 

  

  



   

City Council Work Session   1.           
Meeting Date: 05/07/2013  

Subject: Cable Television Franchise Renewal 

From: Matt Stemwedel, Assistant City

Manager

INTRODUCTION

The City has come due to begin a cable franchise renewal process with Comcast Cable. While the City's franchise

does not expire until July 18, 2015, the renewal process is outlined by federal regulations and requires that the

cable operator (Comcast) notify the City of their intent to begin the informal renewal process at least 30 months in

advance of the franchise expiration. The City was provided a franchise renewal letter by Comcast in January 2013.

Attorney Stephen Guzzetta, of Bradley & Guzzetta, LLC., will present to the City Council on the renewal process.

DISCUSSION

Every 10-15 years the City has the opportunity to examine past services provided by its cable operator (currently

Comcast) and to renegotiate a franchise agreement. The cable franchise renewal process examines the past

performance of Comcast and future services that the City and its citizens would like to include in a new cable

franchise agreement. This agreement also provides for many other significant provisions, including: an important

revenue source for CTN studios, public right-of-way regulation and customer service standards.

The Cable Communication Policy Act of 1984 (Cable Act) established a procedure for renewing cable franchise

agreements between cable operators and local government entities. The Cable Act allows for two ways for

renewing an agreement: informal negotiations and a statutory formal renewal process. In the informal renewal

process, the City and the cable operator meet informally to attempt to negotiate a franchise renewal. If an agreement

cannot be reached, either party can invoke a four stage formal renewal process.

The City received notice from Comcast that it would like to begin the informal renewal process in January 2013.

The City's consulting attorney, Stephen Guzzetta, has developed a resolution that would acknowledge the start of

this process and will set the parameters for moving forward. Mr. Guzzetta will present information about the

background and importance of the franchise renewal and how the City can best prepare for the upcoming

negotiations.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff requests that Council consider and discuss the information provided on the cable franchise renewal process.

Fiscal Impact

BUDGET IMPACT:

There is not an immediate budget impact related to this item. However, the cable franchise renewal process itself

will likely require the assistance of outside attorneys and consultants. Funds for this purpose were included in the

2013 CTN Studios budget and additional resources will be proposed as a part of the 2014 budget.



Attachments

Resolution



RESOLUTION NO. 13-62

A RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE COMMENCEMENT OF FORMAL RENEWAL
PROCEEDINGS UNDER THE FEDERAL CABLE 

COMMUNICATIONS POLICY ACT OF 1984, AS AMENDED

WHEREAS, the City of Coon Rapids enacted an ordinance and entered into a cable television 

franchise agreement (collectively, the “Franchise”) with MediaOne North Central 

Communications Corp., which became effective August 1, 2000, to provide cable 

television service within the territorial limits of the City; and

WHEREAS, as a result of several transfers of the Franchise, Comcast of Minnesota, Inc. 

(“Comcast”) currently holds the Franchise; and

WHEREAS, Section 626(a)(l) of the Cable Communications Policy Act of 1984, as amended 

(the “Cable Act”), 47 U.S.C. § 546(a)(l), provides that if a written renewal request is 

submitted by a cable operator during the 6-month period which begins with the 36th 

month before franchise expiration and ends with the 30th month prior to franchise 

expiration, a franchising authority shall, within six months of the request, commence 

formal renewal proceedings to identify the future cable-related community needs and 

interests, and to review the performance of the cable operator under its franchise during 

the then current franchise term; and 

WHEREAS, the Franchise is scheduled to expire on or about August 1, 2015, unless sooner 

terminated or extended; and

WHEREAS, by letter dated January 9, 2013, from Comcast to the City, Comcast invoked the 

formal renewal procedures set forth in Section 626 of the Cable Act, 47 U.S.C. § 546; and

WHEREAS, the City is desirous of commencing the formal renewal proceedings specified in 

Section 626(a)(l) of the Cable Act, 47 U.S.C. § 546(a)(l) and, at the same time, of pursuing 



the informal renewal process with Comcast pursuant to Section 626(h) of the Cable Act, 

47 U.S.C. § 546(h); and

WHEREAS, the City must provide the public with notice of, and an opportunity to participate 

in, formal renewal proceedings under Section 626(a) of the Cable Act; and

WHEREAS, formal Section 626(a) proceedings and the informal franchise renewal process may 

involve, among other things:  (i) the collection and analysis of information from Comcast 

(and its affiliates and subsidiaries), City agencies and departments, the public and other 

interested parties, and may require one or more public hearings; (ii) an evaluation of 

Comcast’s past performance under the Franchise and applicable laws and regulations, and 

the issuance of notices of violation, as appropriate; (iii) the retention of consultants; (iv) 

the preparation of reports, findings and conclusions related to Comcast’s past performance 

under the Franchise and the community’s present and future cable-related needs and 

interests; (v) the preparation and issuance of a Request for Renewal Proposal and 

associated documents; and (vi) negotiations with Comcast; and

WHEREAS, the City wishes that the formal proceedings under Section 626(a) of the Cable Act 

and the informal renewal process under Section 626(h) be managed and conducted by the 

City Manager, the City Attorney, the Assistant City Manager, the CTN Production 

Manager and/or their designee(s); and

WHEREAS, the City intends to authorize the City Manager, the City Attorney, the Assistant 

City Manager, the CTN Production Manager and/or their designee(s) to take any and all 

steps required or desired to comply with the requirements of the Cable Act, Minnesota 

law, the Franchise and other applicable laws, regulations, orders and decisions.



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the Coon Rapids, 

Minnesota, that:

Section 1. The City hereby commences formal franchise renewal ascertainment and 
past performance proceedings under Section 626(a)(1) of the Cable Act, 47 U.S.C. § 546(a)(1), 
concerning Comcast and the Franchise.

Section 2. The City Manager, the City Attorney, the Assistant City Manager, the CTN 
Production Manager and/or their designee(s) are authorized to manage and conduct Franchise 
renewal proceedings in accordance with Section 626(a)(1) of the Cable Act, 47 U.S.C. § 
546(a)(1), and to take all steps and actions necessary or desired to conduct such proceedings and 
to comply with applicable laws, regulations, orders and decisions, including (but not limited to) 
assessing the community’s present and future cable-related needs and interests, evaluating 
Comcast past performance under the Franchise and applicable laws and regulations, retaining 
consultants and attorneys and preparing and issuing a Request for Renewal Proposal and related 
documents, such as a staff report and a model franchise agreement/ordinance.

Section 3. The City Council, City Manager, the City Attorney, the Assistant City 
Manager, the CTN Production manager, and/or their designee(s) may conduct such hearings, 
surveys, focus groups, interviews, investigations and meetings they deem appropriate to assess 
community cable-related needs and interests, evaluate Comcast’s past performance and financial, 
technical and legal qualifications, and enable the public an opportunity to participate in formal 
Franchise renewal proceedings conducted under Section 626(a)(1) of the Cable Act, 47 U.S.C. § 
546(a)(1).  The City Council, the City Manager, the City Attorney, the Assistant City Manager, 
the CTN Production Manager, and/or their designee(s) shall provide the public with notice of, 
and an opportunity to participate in, any public hearings or public meetings conducted pursuant 
to Section 626(a)(1).

Section 4. The City Administrator, the City Attorney, the Assistant City Manager, the 
CTN Production Manager, and/or their designee(s) may explore with Comcast the possibility of 
pursuing the informal renewal process under Section 626(h) of the Cable Act, 47 U.S.C. § 
546(h).  If the City and Comcast decide to utilize the informal renewal process, the City 
Manager, the City Attorney, the Assistant City Manager, the CTN Production Manager, and/or 
their designee(s) are authorized to perform past performance and needs assessment reviews, to 
prepare informal Franchise renewal proposals and renewal Franchise documents; to evaluate 
informal Franchise renewal proposals from Comcast, to negotiate and communicate with 
Comcast concerning matters relating to the renewal and/or extension of the Franchise, to retain 
consultants and attorneys, and to take all other steps and actions necessary or desired to engage 
in the informal renewal process and/or to comply with applicable laws, regulations, orders and 
decisions.  The City will provide adequate public notice of and an opportunity to comment on 
any informal Franchise renewal proposal(s) submitted by Comcast before taking any final action 
on such proposal(s).

Section 5. The City Council, City Manager, the City Attorney, the Assistant City 
Manager, the CTN Production Manager, and/or their designee(s) may establish procedures and 



dates for the conduct of any hearings, meetings, surveys, focus groups, interviews and 
investigations related to the Section 626(a) proceedings or the informal franchise renewal 
process and may establish procedures and dates for the submission of testimony and other 
information in connection with such proceedings and the informal franchise renewal process.

Section 6. The City Manager, the City Attorney, the Assistant City Manager, the CTN 
Production Manager, and/or their designee(s) are authorized to request and require Comcast and 
its affiliates and subsidiaries to submit such information as may be deemed necessary or 
appropriate in connection with the Section 626(a) proceedings or the informal renewal process
under Section 626(h) (including, but not limited to any needs assessment(s) and/or past 
performance review(s) associated therewith), to the maximum extent permitted by the Franchise 
and applicable laws, ordinances, regulations, and resolutions, to gather such other information 
from other persons or sources as may be deemed necessary and/or appropriate, to issue notices of 
violation to Comcast, to prepare reports and other documents related to the formal and informal 
Franchise renewal processes, to evaluate formal and informal Franchise proposals submitted by 
Comcast and to make recommendations to the City Council, and to take such further steps as 
may be needed or desired to assess Comcast’s financial, technical and legal qualifications and to 
ensure the City’s and the public’s cable-related needs and interests are satisfied and fully 
protected consistent with applicable law.

Section 7. Nothing in this Resolution shall be construed to limit the powers of the City 
under the Franchise and applicable laws, ordinances, regulations, orders, decisions and 
resolutions, or to otherwise waive or limit the City’s authority, rights, remedies and defenses 
under the Franchise and all applicable laws, ordinances, regulations, orders, decisions and 
resolutions.  The City expressly reserves all of its rights, remedies and defenses with respect to 
determining whether or not to renew the Franchise, to the full extent permitted by law. 

Section 8. The City Manager, the City Attorney, the Assistant City Manager, the CTN 
Production Manager and/or their designee(s) shall keep the City Council fully apprised of the 
status and progress of the formal and informal renewal processes, as appropriate.

Section 9. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon adoption.

Adopted this 7th day of May, 2013.

__________________________________________
Tim Howe, Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________
Catherine M. Sorensen, City Clerk





   

City Council Work Session   2.           
Meeting Date: 05/07/2013  

Subject: Riverdale Station Pedestrian Access - Planning and Design Proposal 

From: Marc Nevinski, Community

Development Director

INTRODUCTION

Staff requests Council affirmation to proceed with a proposal for planning and design work of a southerly

pedestrian access trail from the Riverdale Station platform.

DISCUSSION

Past Councils have discussed the idea of creating a southerly pedestrian connection to the Riverdale Station

platform. The addition of such a connection would enable several hundred households a much more direct route to

the station.  National studies suggest that homes with transit access have a higher value than homes without such

access.   

Staff has had preliminary discussions with the Anoka County Rail Authority, BNSF and Metro Transit to determine

the preliminary feasibility of such a connection and identify potential hurdles and concerns.  All agencies believe

such a connection makes sense and that any concerns about safety and operations can be addressed. Staff has also

twice applied for Met Council funding to design and construct a trail connection. Although the grant

application was denied both times for not aligning closely enough with grant program goals, Met Council staff has

indicated support for the connection. 

Staff believes at this point that a more comprehensive approach is necessary to move the project forward.  Staff

requested Kimely-Horn and Associates to prepare a professional services proposal which includes the following

components:

1. Prepare and complete a neighborhood and agency (i.e. Met Transit, BNSF, etc...) engagement process to propose

the idea of the southerly connection and request input.

2. Prepare a preliminary design based on input from the neighborhood and agencies.

3. Identify potential project funding sources. Staff would request a separate proposal to prepare grants from

identified sources most likely to contribute to the project. 

Kimely-Horn has considerable experience with transit related projects and contacts with the multiple agencies

involved in such projects. Their project experience includes work on Northstar, Southwest LRT, and two corridor

studies on Coon Rapids Boulevard and East River Road.  The fee for this work is $11,700 and could be funded

from the Main Street account.  The work would be completed by August.  Funding opportunities could then pursed

for approvals in 2014 and construction in 2015.  Staff is particularly interested in seeking funding from CTIB

(County Transit Investment Board) which would fund up to 30% of project costs.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends Council affirm the proposed plan to move forward with the planning and preliminary design



Staff recommends Council affirm the proposed plan to move forward with the planning and preliminary design

work for the Riverdale Station pedestrian access trail, and provide staff with any comments or direction regarding

the proposed plan.

Attachments

Riverdale Station Map
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